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New Milford, CT

Community Workshop 1
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What one word or phrase describes your 
hope for the future of the Riverfront?

Scan this QR code 
with your phone:

Open a browser,
go to menti.com,  
and enter the code: 
4945 4493

or
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Live Polling Results

What one word or phrase describes your hope for the future of the Riverfront?
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Agenda Presentation
Introduction 
Project Overview
The Riverfront Opportunity
Key Design Challenges
Workshop Format

Workshop Open House

7:10-7:35 PM

7:35-9:00 PM
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Introduction1



6Community Workshop 1

Battery SeaGlass (NYC)Toledo Riverwalk (under construction)

WXY and Langan are an award winning design team with 
extensive experience in reimagining riverfronts. 

Riverbend Park, Middletown (Langan)
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Create a dynamic 21st-century riverfront integrated 
with New Milford’s Town Center to catalyze 

community development, resiliency, and revenue 
generation for the town while protecting the 

Housatonic River and its ecosystem.

—The New Milford Riverfront Renewal Plan, 2020

Our Objective



Study Existing 
Conditions

Develop Preliminary 
Scenarios

Develop Design 
Scenarios

Develop Final Design
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DECMAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

Workshop 1 Workshop 2  
(tentative, date TBD)

Workshop 3
(tentative, date TBD)

Final 
Submission

WE ARE HERE

Project Timeline
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Project Overview2



 

 

WESTERN CONNECTICUT ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

A COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

      
  

2017 
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Transportation 
Management Plan 

(Fitzgerald & Halliday Inc.)

Western Connecticut 
Economic 

Development Plan

New Milford River 
Trail Alignment Study 

Reports (Milone & 
Macbroom)

Hotel Feasibility 
Analysis (Pinnacle)

Town-Wide Marketing 
Study (Camoin 310)

2021 Plan of Conservation 
and Development 

2010 Plan of 
Conservation and 

Development 

Riverfront Revitalization 
Master Plan (WXY)

Riverfront Conceptual 
Design and Strategy Plan 

(SLR)

Town Facilities 
Utilization  Sub-

Committee Final Report

2010

2013 2018

2017 2019

2020

2021

2024

Building on Past Work
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2020 Conceptual Plan (WXY)

Realigned Young’s 
Field Road

Playground and 
Skate Park

Ice Skating Path/
Splash Pool

Sledding Hill

Multi-purpose 
Festival  Grounds

Bridge no longer 
being considered

Outdoor 
Amphitheater

Future Development
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2024 Refined Conceptual Plan (SLR)

Synthetic 
Skating Rink

Program Design 
Overly Concentrated

Splash Pad/
Spray Park

Sledding Hill
Outdoor 

Amphitheater

Future Development Future Development

Relocated Skate Park 
with New Equipment
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Key Changes since the Conceptual Plan

New market dynamics post-
COVID with rising demand for a 

variety of housing

American Rescue Plan Act 
Funding for Design Development

Increasing demand for open 
space access post-COVID
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3 The Riverfront 
Opportunity



15Community Workshop 1

New Milford has a unique opportunity 
to leverage and enhance its valuable 
Riverfront assets to unlock greater 
public benefit.
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Our Principles

Multifunctional Riverfront Diverse Uses and Ecosystems

Sustainable and Innovative

Implementable and Achievable

Connected and Multimodal Accessible and Experiential
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The site: 50+ acres of publicly-owned riverfront

N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

1

1
2

3

4

5

Helen Marx Field and  
West Aspetuck Wetlands

2 Department of Public Works (DPW) 
Storage Area and Recycling Center

3 Patriot’s Way

4 Young’s Field and Department of 
Public Works (DPW) Site 

5 Native Meadows Preserve
(permanent conservation land)
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14 
Acres

Street 
Parking

0.5 
Acres

1.2 
Acres

Young’s Field

Riverfront Trail Dept. Public Works

Bluff

Stairs

Softball 
Fields

Active 
Recreation

1

1

2

2

3

3

N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

Young’s Field and Department of Public Works Site (DPW)



Young’s Field serves active 
recreation and events

The field is separated by a 
steep bluff from Patriot’s 

Way and the Town Center

Young’s Field and Department of Public Works (DPW)
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5.1 
AcresTrail at Patriot’s Way

Former New Milford 
Railroad Station

Railroad Tracks

Parking 
Spaces

Railroad 
Tracks

Bluff

Stairs

1

1
2

2

3
3

N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

Patriot’s Way



Newly completed pathway 
along the Bluff

Parking can be a challenge 
especially during large 
events at Young’s Field

Patriot’s Way
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N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

DPW Storage Shed

DPW Construction 
Staging and Storage

Recycling Center

4.2 
Acres

Rails

Privately 
Owned Parcel

1

1

2
2

3

3

DPW Storage Area and Recycling Center



Currently occupied by 
utilitarian structures and 

unkempt landscape

DPW Storage Area and Recycling Center



New York State, State of Connecticut, Maxar, Microsoft¯ 0 0.04 0.08 0.12 0.160.02
Miles

H
O

U
S

ATO
N

IC
 R

IV
ER

GREAT BROOK

G
REA

T B
R

O
O

K

GRE

AT B
ROOK

HOUSATONIC AVE

HOUSATONIC AVE

PLEASANT ST

YO
U

N
G

’S
 FIE

LD
 R

D

YOUNG’S FIELD RD

PATRIO
TS W

AY
R

AILS

R
A

ILRO
A

D
 ST

RAILROAD ST

W
ELLSVILLE AVE

W
ELLSVILLE AVE

TAYLO
R ST

TER
R

AC
E PL

H
IC

K
O

R
Y

 H
EA

R
TH

 LN

A
S

P
E

T
U

C
K

 A
V

E

T
R

E
A

D
W

E
LL A

V
E

A
S

P
E

T
U

C
K

 A
V

E

SUMMIT ST

MAPLE ST

SUMMIT ST

ELM ST

WHITTLESEY AVE

M
A

IN
 S

T

M
A

IN
 S

T

BROOKSIDE AVE

CHURCH ST

T
S 

T
S

A
E

T
S 

T
S

A
E

P
O

P
LA

R
 S

T

BENNITT ST

BRIDGE ST

GROVE ST

MILL ST

PRO
SPECT HILL RD

S
 M

A
IN

 S
T

W
EST ST

M
ID

D
LE ST

SPRIN
G

 ST

KENT RD / ROUTE 7

KENT RD / ROUTE 7

FO
RT HILL RD

FO
R

T
 H

ILL R
D

PEAGLER HILL RD

VETERAN’S BRIDGE

BRIDGE STREET

BANK ST

BOARDMAN TERRACE

DANBURY RD / ROUTE 202

PL
EASANT ST

HILLSI DE A VE

NEW
MILFORD
HOSPITAL

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

& MUSEUM

FORMER
RAILROAD
STATION

BIG Y
WORLD
CLASS

MARKET

FORT
HILL

FARM

INDIAN
FIELD

APARTMENTS

RIVERVIEW
BAPTIST
CHURCH

TRINITY
LUTHERAN

CHURCH

BUTTER
BROOK

HILL
APARTMENTSGLEN AYRE

APARTMENTS

CENTER 
CEMETERY

YOUNG’S
FIELD

TOWN
GREEN

NATIVE MEADOWS
PRESERVE

HULTON
MEADOW

PARK

HELEN
MARX
PARK 

WANNUPPEE
ISLANDS

7

7

202

202

202

W
EST A

SPETU
CK RIVER

RECYCLING
CENTER

DPW
STORAGE

AREA

DPW
SITE

PATRIO
TS W

AY  PATHW
AY

24Community Workshop 1

Sports Field

West Aspetuck River Young’s Field Road

6.25 
Acres

2.7
Acres

0.3
Acres

1 Acre

0.5 Acre
Parking 
Spaces

Softball 
Fields

Wetland

Wetland

1

1

2

2

3

3

N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

Helen Marx Park and West Aspetuck Wetlands



Helen Marx serves as a 
multipurpose sports field

Park gets flooded by river 
water and heavy rains

Helen Marx Park and West Aspetuck Wetlands
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Native Meadows Preserve Trail

Flooding Pedestrian Walkway on 
Veteran’s Bridge

24.7 Acre

1

1

2

2

3

3

N
0 1,000 FT750500250100

Native Meadows Preserve



The trail is marked by 
mowing and has limited 
signage for wayfinding

Native Meadows 
is permanent 

conservation land

Native Meadows Preserve
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4 Key Design Challenges
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How can we navigate steep slopes on the site?
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Tom Lee Park (Memphis, TN)Water Works (Minneapolis,  MN)

How can we navigate steep slopes on the site?

Brooklyn Botanical Garden (NYC, NY) 
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How can we reimagine the riverfront edge?
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How can we reimagine the riverfront edge?

Softened and active riverfront edge
(Hunter’s Point South Park, NY)

Elevated boardwalk 
(Riverfront Spokane, WA)

Maintain a natural river’s edge 
(Mill River Park, CT) 
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How do we create space for flexible and active uses?
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Cumberland Park (Nashville, TN) Smale Riverfront Park (Cincinnati, OH)

How do we create space for flexible and active uses?

Riverfront Park (Wilmington, NC)
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How can we make the riverfront more accessible for 
families and people of all ages?
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Smale Riverfront Park (Cincinnati, OH) Far Rockaway Park (NYC, NY)Tom Lee Park (Memphis, TN)

How can we make the riverfront more accessible for 
families and people of all ages?
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How do we create a space that works across seasons?
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Cumberland Park (Nashville, TN) Mill River Park (Stamford, CT) Glass City Park (Toledo, OH)

How do we create a space that works across seasons?
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How do we balance recreational/open space and 
development?
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Domino Park (Brooklyn,  NY) Mill River Park (Stamford, CT) 

How do we balance recreational/open space and 
development?

Meriden Green (Meriden, CT) 
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Native Meadow Preserve

Riverfront Trail

Sunny Valley Preserve

Young’s Field

Helen Marx Field

Town Green

Hulton Meadow Park

The riverfront is just one part of a larger local and regional 
open space network
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5 Workshop Format
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Today marks the first workshop in this phase 
of the project and a chance for New Milford’s 
community to provide input and ideas on the 
future of the Riverfront.

We will explore ideas for enriching New 
Milford’s front yard with additional 
programming, landscape features, and 
development opportunities.
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Tell us what you want to see on 
the Riverfront!

Make your own Riverfront!

Today’s Workshop Stations
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Choose your top 3-5 options!

How does the sticker voting work?
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Pen Program TokensLawn Gathering Spaces Development and ParkingActive

Sticky Notes

Toolkit

Build your own Riverfront, 
mix and match programs and 
amenities!

The physical model or aerial print 
will be the building ground  

How does the interactive model work?
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Take the Survey! Stay Engaged:

Join the Riverfront 
Mailing List on 
project website:
NMRiverfront.org

Scan QR Code:



Wednesday, June 4, 2025
7 PM
 
Richmond Senior Center
New Milford, CT

Community Workshop 1


